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                      Mobile elevating work platforms (MEWPs) are specifically designed to lift people to a position where they can work at height safely within the platform.


MEWPs are not designed to transfer people from one level to another, or for people to exit the platform at height. People should only enter or exit the work platform at access positions at ground level or on the MEWP chassis.


There are exceptional cases where MEWPs may be used to gain access to or from a work area at height. Exiting the platform should be strictly controlled, and only permitted:


	If after a robust risk assessment, it can be clearly demonstrated that it is the safest and most effective means of accessing a particular location.
	If it is part of a formal emergency rescue plan.



Where a rigorous and robust sitespecific risk assessment carried out by the user* has identified limited circumstances that justify exiting a work platform at height, then a task assessment should examine in detail how fall protection measures are to be maintained for the duration of the task.


A site-specific risk assessment should be undertaken to ensure that all associated hazards and risks have been considered, and relevant control measures have been implemented. Consider the need for:


	Fall prevention methods to be maintained at all times during the transfer;
	An operator to remain in the raised MEWP platform at all times;
	Action to minimise dynamic loads from being exerted on the platform;
	Action to prevent unexpected or inadvertent movement of the platform;
	The use of designated MEWP exit points and not allowing exit or entry of the platform by climbing over the guardrails;
	Supervision by a responsible body to ensure that the identified safe method is adhered to by all personnel involved;
	Possible rescue from any associated structure.



*The user is any person or organisation that has control of the planning, management and use of the MEWP being used for a specific task and is responsible for ensuring the MEWP is kept in a safe working condition. The user is not necessarily the operator.


Further information relating to exiting and entering the platform at height can be found from the following sources, all of which were taken into consideration when drafting this guidance note.


	Manufacturer-specific instructions
	ISO 18893 MEWP safety principles, inspection, maintenance and operation
	BS 8460 Code of Practice for the safe use of MEWPs
	GEIS6 The selection, management and use of mobile elevating work platforms
	AS 2550.10 Cranes, hoists and winches – Safe Use Part 10 MEWPs
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                      Technical Guidance
                  

            
                  The Safe Use of MEWPs When Using Pedestrian Controls
              

    

          This guidance is intended to: provide information for those who plan and manage MEWP operations; provide information on the main hazards when using a MEWP in pedestrian control mode; provide information on the risk control measures to adopt when using pedestrian controls; provide general global guidance for those who undertake tasks to prevent incidents occurring.
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                  Safe Loading and Unloading of MEWPs on Public Highways
              

    

          When a MEWP is delivered or collected from a site, loading and unloading on the public highway should be avoided wherever possible. The aim is to minimise risk to employees and members of the public by ensuring delivery vehicles park away from public highways and pavements.
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          Featured Campaign

        Crushing can kill!

          CRUSHING CAN KILL - STAY ALERT, STAY ALIVE

Mobile Elevating Work Platforms (MEWPs) are often used to carry out work in areas where there are risks of crushing or entrapment to the platform occupants. Any activity involving MEWPs must be planned and properly managed. Failure to do so can result in injury or death of the platform occupants.
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    Subscribe to our email newsletter to keep up to date with the latest news and events.

  Subscribe to our newsletter



      
        IPAF.org
        Promote and enable the safe, effective use of powered access worldwide
                  PAL Cards Worldwide

          
                                      8
                          6
                          7
                          2
                          4
                          4
                      

                Official IPAF magazine

      


    

  


  
    
      
        [image: ]
        [image: ]
                  [image: ]
              

      
        
        
        
        
      

    

  


  
    
      
        	
            Like us on Facebook
          
	
            Find us on LinkedIn
          
	
            Subscribe on Youtube
          
	
            Follow us on Twitter
          


              

      © 2017-2023 International Powered Access Federation (IPAF) - Website by Bliss

      International Powered Access Federation is a registered society under the UK’s Co Operative and Community Benefit Societies Act 2014 (Registration number 30998R), whose registered office is at Moss End Business Village, Crooklands, LA7 7NU, UK.

      
              	
          IPAF Policies, Rules & Information
                  
	
          Privacy Policy
                  
	
          Safecall Whistleblowing Service
                  


  


    

  







  


    
    





  