: L Promoting the safe and effective
/ || use of powered access worldwide

HIGH VOLTAGE!

ELECTRICITY CAN KILL - STAY ALERT, STAY ALIVE

*According to data collated via IPAF’s global accident portal. The accident portal is a global facility where incidents and
accidents can be reported anonymously. Data is analysed annually for trends and used to inform training course content,
improve existing guidance and identify messages of global safety campaigns. More info at www.ipaf.org/accident
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What are the hazards and risks?

If a MEWP or its occupants come into contact with power
lines the result can be instant death, electric shock, or
other injuries caused directly or indirectly by electricity.

Electrocutions can also occur without direct contact with
power lines as arcing or flashover may result if a MEWP
is closer to the power line than 9m (30ft) on distribution
lines and 15m (50ft) on transmission lines

Incorrect identification of power lines is also a risk, as
they can be mistaken for telecommunication lines.

Other risk factors include power lines that
may be hidden from view by vegetation or trees, a lack of
work-site supervision and operator complacency.

To reduce the risk of electrocutions
and shocks, always:

Plan thoroughly - look out and around for power

lines in the work area. Conduct a site survey and risk
assessment ensuring a safe system of work (SSoW)

is completed. Correct machine selection is critical. If
power lines are in your work area contact the Energy
Supply Authority (ESA) before work commences. Ensure
all operators are briefed prior to commencement of
work and that they are made aware of the presence of
power lines in the vicinity.

Ensure operators are trained - anyone involved in the
safe use of MEWPs must be properly trained on the
MEWP they are using and must have received a machine-
specific familiarisation. As this is a high risk activity and
can have severe consequences managers must ensure
MEWP operators, supervisors and spotters are briefed
on the SSoW.

Resources:

—> IPAF Technical Guidance: Safe Use of
MEWPs in the Vicinity of Power Lines

> IPAF Operators’ Safety Guide
(available on the IPAF ePAL app)

> IPAF Andy Access poster -
Keep Clear of Overhead Cables

—> IPAF Toolbox Talk - Avoiding contact
with power lines

—> IPAF Global Safety Report
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Stay outside exclusion zones - an exclusion zone is the
prescribed safety envelope around live electric power
lines. You must not operate a MEWP where there is
potential for any part of it to enter an exclusion zone.
Distances for exclusion zones can vary; these must be
obtained from the relevant ESA.

Know your rescue plan - if someone has been
electrocuted by arcing of electricity or has been
in contact with a power line, call the emergency
services immediately and call the ESA to have the
power turned off.

Follow these instructions:

WAIT

WAIT IN THE PLATFORM UNTIL HELP ARRIVES
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IPAF offers guidance on using
powered access equipment
safely and effectively and to
minimise risks by planning
ahead, training operators,
supervisors and managers,
and by adhering to safe
working practices.

For more information about High Voltage! and other safety campaigns, visit: www.ipaf.org/safe

IPAF

Find your nearest IPAF-approved training centre at www.ipaf.org/training

or contact an IPAF representative www.ipaf.org/contact

TE-1149-0323-1-en




