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Promoting the safe and effective 
use of powered access worldwide

MY STORY

WOMEN IN POWERED ACCESS

IPAF’s Women in Powered Access initiative 
invites women of all ages in a variety of 

their inspiring 
stories, to help showcase and celebrate 
the 

What is your role in powered access? 
I am an IPAF Independent Instructor/
Examiner.

How did you come into the industry and 
what attracted you to it? 
I began my career in a large distribution 
centre for a well-known supermarket chain. 
I gained experience and knowledge on 
different types of materials handling 
equipment and further developed my 
knowledge and skills to become a training 
instructor in 2000. Through this I realised 
that one of my key strengths was to be able 
teach other people to operate different types 
of machinery.

role? 
I try my best each day to give my training 
delegates confidence through gaining a 
qualification that helps them in their 
workplace. I also enjoy helping them 
overcome their fear of heights and try to 
make the day as enjoyable as possible for 
them – it’s very rewarding seeing people 
achieve something that they thought they 
couldn’t do.

Where do you see yourself in five years, 
and what do you want to achieve? 
I have worked hard to gain qualifications and 
experience on many different types of mobile 
elevating work platforms (MEWPs) and my 
aim is to continue to improve my knowledge 
and skills in this industry

What one piece of advice would you give to 
other women in/thinking of entering the 
industry? This is a very rewarding job and 
there are lots of opportunities to gain new 
skills and pass this knowledge on to your 
training delegates. Every day is different – 
no two days are the same!

DEBBIE LEWIS
IPAF INDEPENDENT INSTRUCTOR, UK

“This is a rewarding 
job and there are 
lots of opportunities 
to gain skills and 
pass knowledge on 
to your delegates.”

If you have good communication skills and 
enjoy meeting lots of different types of 
people, this is an excellent career choice. 

Don’t think this is not a role for you, it is 
suitable and rewarding for either a man or 
woman. If you can work on your initiative 
and communicate well with people, then 
give it a go! I love my job and look forward 
to every day – yes, some days can be 
challenging, but the support is out there if 
you need it.




