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My Thoughts and Considerations to 
achieve 



Dropped Objects 

A very serious Challenge

Carbon  

Decarbonising Communities

Its not a crane

Misuse of equipment 



Its an Emergency

What and how to rescue an 
operator

Help me Select

The right bit of kit for the 
task!

Competency

What is competency

Charging & Fuel

High risk element



Dropped Objects

Shuttering fork drop from 
approx. 18 stories, landed on 
concrete reinforced open gully

Roof repair after object 
bounced through the 
adjacent building

Not a Morgan Sindall 
project – I was 
supporting another 
sector of MS Group



Dropped Objects Impact Force!

The average hammer weighs 0.5Kg and would have an impact force of 51Kg if dropped from just 6m, potentially 
causing serious injury. A 1.75Kg cordless drill dropped from the same height would have a force of around 200Kg





Innovation to reduce risk



Selection and industry support

Selection of the correct bit of kit is 
fundamental to the safe and efficient 
delivery of the task. 

MEWP Master Class



Equipment Abuse



Electrical Charging Risk

Sept 2014

Electrical fault on 10Kva Transformer
Charging 17 Scissor Lifts in a dedicated charging 
area
75% building Completed – Complete loss



Emergency Preparedness



Summary 

• Still lots of machines coming out to our projects without basic safety 
equipment. 

• Many users still have a misunderstanding of the risk of entrapment – “These 
are qualified operators” (secondary guarding not fitted)

• We are working to ensure that dropped objects are well considered, including 
properly designed exclusion zones. 

• The organisations I am working with are key to 100% Safe. 

• Innovation from the industry is excellent. 

• ‘I don’t know what I don’t know until you try and sell it to me’ 



Safe
choices

Safe by 
design

Safe 
lives

Safe 
places

Safe 
relationships


