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The UAE has some of the tallest, 
most complex and 

architecturally challenging 
buildings in the world. 

How do you access them when a MEWP just won’t reach?
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What is Rope Access

• Rope access system is a safe method of working at height where ropes 
and associated equipment are used to gain access to and from the 
work position, and to be supported there.

• Safe method of working that has solved many access problems around 
the world.

• Internationally recognised safe working at height procedure.



What is Rope Access
• The primary objective when using rope access methods is to plan, 

manage and carry out the work with a goal of no accidents, incidents 
or dangerous occurrences,
• i.e. to ensure a safe system of work is maintained at all times, and with 

no damage to property or harm to the environment.
• Typical rope-access systems provide an efficient means of access, 

support, and fall protection through the use of a two-rope system, 
where the working rope is used for access and support while the safety 
rope is used as back-up in the event of a failure in the main working 
system.
• A provision for rescue must be included 



Rope Access or MEWP - The Reality



Case Study – Combined Strategies

• Actual designed solution from Architects and Consultants on current 
project.

• “MEWP access is limited and cannot be guaranteed due to the 
limitations and obstructions of the adjacent floor areas”

• “Rope access is limited by the means of gaining initial access onto the 
structure and the requirement for the cladding components to 
accommodate the imposed loads”



Case Study – Combined Strategies

• MEWP is require to access the Rope Access Anchors
• Rope Access not possible in number of areas



Case Study – Combined Strategies



Case Study – Combined Strategies



Synergy of Working Practices



Common Challenges 

• The Client – Cost, Value, Understanding
• Training – Compliance, Regulatory control, Enforcement
• Cultural
• Language / Terminology / Understanding
• Technology – Immersive Learning
• Time constraints – The “Now” mentality – Planning vs Implementation



Common Goals
• Research shows that collaboration should be a priority for any project 

strategy and implementation.
• Collaboration is important as it boils down to innovation which is a 

precious source of competitive advantage. 
• In today’s connected, fast-moving environment, organisations have to 

constantly strive to stay ahead of the competition. 
• The goal is to bring organisations together and combine skills and 

disciplines to spark creativity and productivity. 
• The sharing of initiatives and ways to improve fosters a greater working 

relationship with the Client (Harmonisation) but can also provide way to 
save overall costs.



Collaboration / Unity / Working Groups



Thank You

Questions


