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A primary area of focus identified by the IPAF Board is:

Developing and implementing a strategy to optimise the use of virtual reality 
(VR), simulators and our expanding eLearning offer, while integrating the Smart 
PAL Card into systems to deliver a full digital experience. 

Source: Section 2 of IPAF’s three-year strategic plan 2018-2020 
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Training has come a long way
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How to engage the workforce 

IPAF's eXtended Reality strategy



What is eXtended reality?

Extended reality (XR) 
is a term referring to all 
real-and-virtual 
combined environments 
and human-machine 
interactions generated 
by computer technology 
and wearables. 
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Augmented Reality 
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Simulation
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CONSULTATION SURVEY 
RESULTS 

Almost 200 responses to IPAF’s 
survey were received.
XR can only make the industry safer.
IPAF should be at the forefront of the 
use of XR. 
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CONSULTATION SURVEY 
RESULTS 

50% of the respondents had used a simulator.
VR could be used to aid training in high-risk 
scenarios. 
Should not be used on its own.
Can effectively simulate actual "operator 
anxiety”.

IPAF believe the market would not currently 
accept a PAL Card being issued to an operator 
who had never been tested using a real 
machine. 
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IPAF Approved XR 

IPAF should approve or 
accredit the technology, 
including products like 
MEWP simulators and 
the software they use. 



IPAF PAL+
Refreshers courses
Competency verification
Prior knowledge 

Simulators 

IPAF's eXtended Reality strategy 



Advanced Operator Training

IPAF PAL+ is an optional, additional one 
day of category-specific training aimed 
at operators working in higher risk or 
challenging environments.
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https://www.ipaf.org/en-gb/pal-plus


Retraining

Verification of knowledge 
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Verification of competency

Does the operator still have the ability 
to perform the task
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Prior knowledge
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FOLLOW US – WWW.IPAF.ORG



THANK YOU


