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Reaching newheights safelylay &

Mobile platforms can make
temporary working at height a
breeze - as long as you know how
to use them
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the highest; the strongest. Site, facility and safety
managers have a duty to ensure that the 2012 Olympics
Games are also the safest.

Falls from height remain the biggest killer in the workplace. In
the UK, they accounted for 22 per cent of fatal injuries to workers in
2005/06, according to Health and Safety Executive [HSE) statistics.

Muobile elevating work platforms [MEWPs) and mast
climbing work platforms (MCWPs] enable waork at height in
restricted spaces and narrow openings, with minimal noise and
emissions, IT used correctly, these machines are very safe and
efficient, They are designed to be user-friendly, but they can
also be deceptively easy to use.

Typically, users of these platforms do not operate them as
their main occupation and may not have received structured
training. Employers can meet legal requirements by getting
their staff trained on risk assessment, equipment selection and
effective use. Such training is available through members of the
not-for-profit International Powered Access Federation (IPAF).

The IPAF training programme for MEWP operators is certified
by TOV as conforming to 1SO 18878, Through a worldwide
network of over 250 IPAF-approved training centres, more
than 50,000 people are trained each year. Successful trainees
are awarded the powered access licence card (PAL), valid for
five years. The PAL Card is accepted by the major contractors
group [MCG) and recognised across industries — and in many
other countries - as proof of platform operator training.

‘I‘he Olympic Games is known for superlatives: the fastest;

Practical tips

Make sure that nobody ties up sliding mid-rails. On boom type
platforms, such as self-propelled booms, trailer push-arounds
and vehicle-mounted platforms, make sure operators wear a
full body harness with an adjustable lanyard, used to provide
work restraint and adjusted to be as short as possible. On vertical
lifts such as scissor |ifts and vertical personnel platforms it is not
normally necessary to wear harnesses, other than in exceptional
circumstances, The most important thing is to ensure that a job-
specific risk assessment is done before starting work. m

For more informotion coll the Internofionol Powered Access
Federafion on +44 [0]15395 62444, email info@ipoforg or
visit wwwipoforg




