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IPAF's stand 1145 will focus on the

proper assessment of ground conditions

and the correct use of stabilisers,
outriggers and spreader plates. With
the help of posters and videos, experts
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are on hand to explain the potential risk of tip-overs in cases
where ground support requirements have not been adequately
addressed. Visitors to the stand can also experience first-
hand, using a simple but effective model, the “wobbly” and
destabilising effects when spreader plates are not used.

IPAF meetings during APEX

IPAF Council Meeting (members only)
14 September, 9:00, MECC, Berlin/Copenhagen Room
IPAF Italian Country Council Meeting (members only)

Don’t use cranes to lift people!

14 September, 14:00 — 16:00, MECC, Berlin/Copenhagen Room

IPAF Manufacturer’s Technical Committee Meeting
(members only)
15 September, 9:00, MECC, Berlin/Copenhagen Room
Details at www.ipaf.org/events

A crane
basket is
not a safe
way to lift
people.
Think
powered
access!

PAF welcomes the position paper

issued by the FEM Product Group for
Cranes and Lifting Equipment, which
states that cranes should not be used
for lifting people, except in exceptional
circumstances where safety requirements
have been fulfilled and undertaken at the
2 specific responsibility of the user.

FEM (Fédération Européenne de

la Manutention) is the European
manufacturers’ association for material
handling equipment. In its document
FEM CLE MC N 0284, the FEM Product
Group for Cranes and Lifting Equipment
states that: “Mobile cranes shall never
be used for entertainment purposes,
e.g. lifting of persons for shows, bungee
jumping, dinner-in-the-sky or lifting of

other structures with people on the
structure or underneath (e.g. lifting of
tents)! Mobile cranes are not intended
to lift persons; they may be used to
suspend personnel in man baskets only
in unique work situations when it is
the least hazardous way to do the job.”
Welcoming the clarification, IPAF
CEO Tim Whiteman said: “Purpose-
built powered access equipment is
an infinitely safer and more precise
method of providing access to
carry out temporary work at height.
Compare this with a basket suspended
from a single crane rope which may
well blow around in the wind. Cranes
should be used for lifting loads, not
people.”






