Directive 2003/59/EC Initial and periodic training of drivers of certain road vehicles for the
carriage of goods or passengers – Drivers CPC

ARE VEHICLE MOUNTED MEWP DRIVERS EXEMPT FROM CPC REQUIREMENTS UNDER EUROPEAN
COMMUNITY DIRECTIVE 2003/59/EC?
The Directive makes it clear that any driver wishing drive a LGV (C1, C1+E, C, C+E) capable of carrying
goods must comply with the CPC training requirements.
Where a vehicle mounted MEWP is registered with the UK Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency
(DVLA) (see registration document V5) as a goods vehicle, the driver must meet the relevant CPC
requirements.
Where a vehicle mounted MEWP is registered with the DVLA in the UK as “Mobile Crane” or “Tower
Wagon” (see registration document V5), there is an argument that drivers of this classification of
vehicle are outside of the scope of the directive as they are not “capable of carrying goods”.
Vehicle mounted MEWP drivers may be exempt from CPC requirement under Article 2 (Exemptions)
clause G, of Directive 2003/59/EC, if it can be proved that driving is not a “principal activity”.
It is clear from the introduction, scope and content of training that the Directive is intended to
improve road safety and the safety of the LGV driver, by covering safety rules when driving and
stopped, defensive driving techniques and fuel economy. If legally challenged, it would be difficult to
explain why these principles are less onerous for a vehicle mounted MEWP driver.
Although it is not a legal requirement for drivers of “mobile crane” or “tower wagon” to hold the
appropriate LGV licence (C1, C1+E, C, C+E), it would be advisable that they do so. This will
demonstrate that the driver has had “adequate” training and has been assessed to drive a specific
type/weight of vehicle on the public highway. Where a company imposes this standard, it would be
difficult to defend not implementing the CPC requirements as well.
The interpretation of the Directive by the UK Driving Standards Agency (DSA) (see letter at end of
document) states that it is the Commission’s view, that persons driving vehicles which are not
intended for the carriage of goods or passengers would be exempted from the requirement to hold
a CPC. Hence the Commission’s view is that mobile cranes, not intended for the carriage of goods or
passengers, do not fall within the scope of the Directive. N.B. following the case of NATIONWIDE
ACCESS LIMITED and PTP AERIAL PLATFORMS LIMITED v THE COMMISSIONERS OF CUSTOMS AND
EXCISE (CO/1953/1999) http://www.taxbar.com/documents/nationwide_qbd.pdf, vehicle mounted
MEWPs above 3.5 tonnes have been allowed the same exemptions as “mobile cranes” and “tower
wagons”.
The DSA also advise caution by stating: “However, I should emphasise that the Commission does not
regard this as a class exemption applying to all mobile crane drivers and stress that it is only the
Commission’s view. It carries no legal weight as only the Courts are able to determine whether a
driver requires a CPC in any particular circumstance.”
A number of IPAF training centres wishing to conduct CPC training have been successful in getting
some IPAF courses accepted as meeting the requirements of the Directive.
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For information
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Large_goods_vehicle 2012.12.11 states:

European Union
It is necessary to have an appropriate European driving licence to drive a large goods
vehicle in the European Union. There are four categories:


Category C1 allows the holder to drive a large goods vehicle with a maximum
authorised mass (gross vehicle weight) of up to 7,500 kilograms (16,535 lb) with a
trailer up a maximum authorised mass of up to 750 kilograms (1,653 lb). This licence
can be obtained at 18 years of age.[3] and is the replacement for the HGV Class 3 in
the UK, the old HGV Class 3 being any two-axle goods vehicle over 7,500 kilograms
(16,535 lb).[citation needed]



Category C1+E allows the holder to drive a large goods vehicle with a maximum
authorised mass (gross vehicle weight) of up to 7,500 kilograms (16,535 lb) with a
trailer over 750 kilograms (1,653 lb) maximum authorised mass, provided that the
maximum authorised mass of the trailer does not exceed the unladen mass of the
vehicle being driven and that the combined maximum authorised mass of both the
vehicle and trailer does not exceed 12,000 kilograms (26,455 lb).[3]



Category C allows the holder to drive any large goods vehicle with a trailer with a
maximum authorised mass of up to 750 kilograms (1,653 lb).[3] This is effectively the
new HGV Class 2 in the UK, the old HGV Class 2 being any rigid goods vehicle with
more than two axles.



Category C+E: allows the holder to drive any large goods vehicle with a trailer with
a maximum authorised mass of over 750 kilograms (1,653 lb).[3] This licence could
only be obtained after 6 months experience of a Class 2 truck, but more recently the
law has changed to the effect that you can now do back to back tests, i.e. Category C
first then C+E the following week. This is the new Class 1 licence.

Article 5 referred to in
letter (below) from DSA

Requirements for drivers
of vehicles carrying goods
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Could be argued to include
vehicle mounted MEWPs
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7 August 2012
Dear David
Driver Certificate of Professional Competence (CPC) – Mobile Cranes
Further to our letter of the 27th April regarding exemptions from the Driver CPC
requirements for mobile crane drivers, I would like to update you on a recent
development.
At a meeting of the Committee on the Training of Professional Drivers (Directive
2003/59/EC) on 25 June 2012, EU Commission officials expressed the view that
any interpretation of Article 1 (which defines who is in scope of Driver CPC) should
take account of Article 5 (which defines the CPC initial qualification and makes
reference to it being for drivers of vehicles intended for the carriage of goods or
passengers).
According to this Commission view, persons driving vehicles which are not intended
for the carriage of goods or passengers would be exempted from the requirement to
hold a CPC.
The Commission’s view is that mobile cranes, not intended for the carriage of
goods or passengers, do not fall within the scope of the Directive.
However, I should emphasise that the Commission does not regard this as a class
exemption applying to all mobile crane drivers and stress that it is only the
Commission’s view. It carries no legal weight as only the Courts are able to determine
whether a driver requires a CPC in any particular circumstance.
Although this does not provide the clear cut exemption from CPC for mobile crane
drivers which CPA is seeking, it is useful in terms of identifying how the Commission
believes the scope of Directive 2003/39/EC should be determined.
As we previously advised, DSA is leading on the Red Tape Challenge in respect of
Driver CPC. We will keep you informed of any developments from that work that
may impact on mobile cranes.
Steve Nelson
DSA Policy
Driving Standards Agency

